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LEGISLATIVE BTLL ?29

Approved by the covernor June 76, L997

Introduced by Landls, 45

AN ACT relating to legal sewices for the indigen!, Lo amend sections 29-3924
and 29-3927, Reissue Revised StaLutes of Nebraska, to provlde a
sysLen to provide civj.l legal servicesi to creaLe a fundi to provide
duties for Lhe comnission on Publr.c Advocacy, to harnonize
provisions, Lo provj.de operative dates; and to repeal the original
sections.

Be it enacLcd by thc people of the SLatc of Nebraska.

Section 1. A leqal services fee of two dollars shall be Laxed as
cosLs in each case fi-led in each separaLe iuvenile court and disLricL court.

after thc close of cach nonth for crediL to the Leoal Aid and Services Eund.
Sec. 2. A dockeL fee of fifLeen dolLars shall. be collecLed by the

c.Lerk of Lhe counLv court or Lhe clerk of the disLrict court for each
proceedind to nodifv a decree of dissoluLion or annulnent of narriaoe, a

for credit to Lhe Leoal Aid and Servi.ces Fund.
Sec. 3. The Lega1 Aid and Services Eund is creaLed. I,lonev ln Lhe

(2) Service area means Lhe counties in Nebraska defined by the
copmission as the area to be served by a servj.ce providerr and

sec. 5. (1) The cormi.ssion on Public Advocacv shall .stabli.sh
eligibiliLv criLeria and guidelines to deLernine on an annual basis (a) the

Lhis ac!.

Public Advocacy shall receive funds from the Legal Aid and services Fund Loprovide free civil legal servj.ces to eliqible low-incone Eersons in Lhe
service area for which iL is cerLj.fied. The funds granLed Lo each service
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shall be distribuLed on a monLhly basis,(2) Each service provider i.s auLhorized Lo use funds received from
Lhe Legal Aj.d and Services Fund Lo provide leoaL services in civil mat.Lers Lo
anv eligible low-incone person.

(3\ A servj.ce provlder which has received funds fron the Leoal Aid
and Services Eund shall be audited annuallt.

Sec, 7. SecLion ?9-3924, Reissue Revised SLaLuLes of Nebraska, ls
anended Lo read;

29-3924. The commi.ssion shal.I consisL of nine members appolnLed by
Lhe Governor from a lisL of aLLorneys submitted by lhe execuLive council of
Lhe Nebraska SLaLe Bar Association afLer consulLalion with Lhe board of
direceors of the Nebraska Crininal Defense Attorneys Association. A menber
shall be appointed from each of the six Suprene CourL judicial disLricts, and
Lhre. menbers shall be appoinLed aL large. The executive council of the
Nebraska State Bar AssociaLion shall ensure LhaL Lhe seLecLion process
pronotcs appoinLees who are independenl from parLisan poliLical influence. To
be eLigible for appoinLnenL, a person shall be a nember of the Nebraska StaLe
Bar Assocj.atj-on who has subsLanLial experience in crininal defense work and-
for appointmenLs made afLer the operaLive daLe of this section. subsLanLial
experience in civil leoal natLers LhaL conmonLy affecL low-income persons and,
at Lhe time of selection or aL any Line during the term of office, sha1l nol
be a prosecuLor. Iaw enforcemenL offj-cial, or judge. AlL nenbers shall be
commiLLed Lo Lhe princlple of providing indigenL defense services and civil
leoal services to low-income persons free from unwarranLed judicial or
political influence. Each member shall serve for a term of six years. excepl
LhaL three of Lhe initial appoinLees shall serve terns of two years and thr6e
shalL serve Lerns of four years as designated by the covernor. lrembers nay be
renoved from the commission by the Governor for cause.

Sec, 8. section ?9-39?'7, Reissue Revised SLaLutes of Nebraska, is
ancnded Lo read:

29-3927. (1) }JiLh respect Lo its dut,i.es related Lo Lhe criminal
defcnse of j.ndioenL persons. Lhe :+he comnission shall:

f$ (a) Adopt and promulgate rul.es and regulations for its
organizaLion and internal managenent and rules and regulations governing the
exercise of iLs powers and the fulfillment of iLs purpose;

tA lb) AppoinL and abolish such advisory conmj.tLees as may be
necessary for Lhe perfornance of iLs functions and delegaLe appropri.ate powers
and duties Lo Lhem;

t3| Ld Accept and adminisLer loans, grants, and donations fron the
UniLed SLaLes and iLs agencies, the State of Nebraska and its agencies, and
oLher sources, public and privaLe, for carrying ou! lhe functions of the
commission;

(+' (d) EnLer into conLracLs, leases, and agreenents necessary,
convenienL, or desirable for carrying ouL iLs purposes and the powers granted
under !hi.s section with agencies of state or local governmenL, corporaLions,
or persons;

f$ (e) Acquire, ho1d, and dispose of personal property in the
exercise of iLs powersi and

t6' I.':l} Provide legal services Lo indigent persons through the
divisions in section 29-3930.

Sec. 9. sections 1 to 6, 8, and l0 of this acL becone oPerative on
January l, 1998. The othBr sections of this act becone operaLive on their
effective date,

sec. 10. orlginal section 29-3921. Reissue Revised Statutes of
Nebraska. is repcaLed.

Scc, 11. original sectj.on 29-3924. Reissue Revised Statules of
Nebraska, is repealed.
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